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Al-Nasser University

Table 1: Types of hazardous and highly hazardous medical wastes
relevant to small-scale and moderate facilities in Yemen

Hazardous Waste

Highly Hazardous Waste

Infectious Wastes thought to contain low Sharps Sharp objects that can easily cut or injure a
concentrations of infectious agents, handler. Used hypodermic needles are the
such as disease-causing bacteria, most common and dangerous, as they are
viruses, parasites, and fungi, that could often contaminated with highly infectious
spread the disease blood
Examples: tissues/swabs send to the Examples which used in the all laboratories :
laboratories; materials or equipment syringe needles, scalpels, knives, infusion
that have been in contact with infected sets, broken glass
patients; human excretions such as pus,
feces and vomit from patients without
highly infectious diseases; wash water

Pathological Tissue or body fluids from humans or Highly Contain high concentrations of highly
animals without highly infectious infectious infectious agents and pose an extreme health

diseases
Examples: blood, body parts, organs

(non-sharps)

hazard

Examples: body fluids, such as blood, from
patients with highly infectious diseases;
microbial cultures; and carcasses of
inoculated laboratory animals

Chemical (in

Waste containing purified chem- ical

Chemical and

The same pharmaceuticals and chemicals that

small N substances that are toxic, corrosive, phar- ) are only hazardous in small quantities may be
quantities) flammable, reactive, and/or explosive maceutical highly hazardous in large quantities
. . (in large
Examples: unwanted disinfectants, e
. quantities)
solvents, film developer, laboratory
reagents Heavy metal Examples: Some rechargeable batteries,
mercury from broken thermometers or blood-
pressure gauges, some medical equipment
batteries
*This is one of polluted water resources in
Yemen
Pharma- Waste containing pharmaceuticals Genotoxic Wastes containing substances which can
ceutical Examples: bottles/boxes of expired or cause mutations, birth defects and cancer.
(small unwanted medications Facilities with laboratory facilities might
quantities) stock some genotoxic chemicals
Examples: chemotherapy drugs
_Algomhory center (Yemen/ Sanaa)
_Azal Center (Yemen / Sana’a)
Pressurized Gas cylinders, gas cartridges, aerosol Radioactive Waste containing radioactive substances

containers cans Examples: Some laboratory wastes, wastes
associated with radiation therapy. Not likely
to be used by small-scale healthcare facilities.
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